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School violence is a tragedy of epic proportions affecting people throughout our country. No child should be afraid to go to school and receive an education (Yablon, 2020). No family should fear for their child’s safety attending school.      
The Florida Psychological Association (FPA) supports the American Psychological Association’s recommendations for freedom from school violence through an evidence-based, public health approach. This includes improving and expanding school-based violence prevention efforts, enhancing access to mental health and substance use services, and supporting research on violence (Stein-Seroussi et al., 2021). FPA has made previous statements regarding this issue, including a 2018 statement following the Parkland shooting.      Education on warning signs and the services of FPA members was offered.
The United States Secret Service has been studying violence in schools for over 20 years and has developed effective strategies that identify risk factors. The See Something, Say Something program addresses these risk factors in a manner that ensures the safety of our students (Aiello, 2019).  
Data from the Secret Service indicates that the vast majority of school shooters have been in severe emotional distress for a long period of time, provide warning signs of impending violence, and have an intent or expectation to die. Individuals in their social network are aware of the potential perpetrator’s state of mind and intention; when they share this information with the appropriate support system, alongside an effective intervention, the violence can be prevented and lives saved. According to the Secret Service National Threat Assessment Center, targeted violence is preventable if people are aware of the warning signs and there are resources to recognize and intervene effectively (Crichlow-Ball & Cornell, 2021).
Given the history of school violence, it is likely there are individuals planning school shootings at this moment. To save as many innocent lives as possible, FPA endorses the See Something, Say Something program as an effective method to prevent school shootings.
The following resources can be helpful in addressing this issue. Many school districts have already implemented effective strategies, but if all school systems did so it could go a long way toward reducing this type of tragedy in our schools.
1. [bookmark: _GoBack]US Secret Service 16-minute video highlighting best practices to prevent school violence 
2. American Psychological Association podcast by Dr. Jillian Peterson on research regarding mass shooters
3. “The Violence Project: How to Stop a Mass Shooting Epidemic”
4. Sandy Hook Project- research-based resources to prevent school violence
5. Safe 2 Tell Colorado offers 20 years of effective approaches from school districts around the country
6. Resources from APA for coping with shootings
7. National Association of School Psychologists resources on school violence prevention
8. Improving school safety through bystander reporting: A toolkit for strengthening K–12 reporting programs 
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