
SUPPORT HB 23 AND SB 250 
RELATING TO PRESCRIPTIVE AUTHORITY 
FOR CERTAIN LICENSED PSYCHOLOGISTS

Pathway to Prescriptive Licensure:
Comparison in Education and Supervised Experience

Nurse 
Practitioner

u	Bachelor’s Degree
u	Licensing Exam
u	Master of Science
u	Licensing Exam
u	CRNP License
Prescribe medications with 
collaborative agreement

Physician 
Assistant

u	Bachelor’s Degree
u	Master of Science
u	Licensing Exam
u	PA-C License
Prescribe medications with 
physician review

Prescribing 
Psychologist

u	Bachelor’s Degree
u	Graduate School
u	Licensing Exam
u	Psychology License
u	Master of Science
u	Supervised Experience
u	Prescribing License
u	PA-C License
Prescribe psychotropic 
medication only

Psychiatrist
u	Bachelor’s Degree
u	Medical School
u	Licensing Exam
u	Grad Med Trainee License
u	Residency (4 years)
u	Licensing Exams
u	Physician License
Prescribe any medication

Primary Care 
Physician

u	Bachelor’s Degree
u	Medical School
u	Licensing Exam
u	Grad Med Trainee License
u	Residency (3 years)
u	Licensing Exams
u	Physician License
Prescribe any medication

NATIONAL LICENSING EXAM REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SPECIALLY-TRAINED PRESCRIBING PSYCHOLOGISTS*

	Basic Science
w	Human anatomy
w	Human physiology
w	Biochemistry
w	Genetics
	 Functional Neuroscience
w	Neuroanatomy
w	Neurophysiology
w	Neurochemistry
	 Physical Examination
w	Measurement and interpretation 	
	 of vital signs
w	Neurological exam
w	Cardiovascular exam
w	And more...
	 Interpretation of 
	 Laboratory Tests
w	Therapeutic drug monitoring
w	Other blood and urine tests
w	Radiology
w	Electrocardiogram (EKG) and 	
	 brain electrophysiology
w	Neuroimaging techniques [e.g., 	
	 magnetic resonance imaging 	
	 {MRI}, functional MRI {fMRI}, 	
	 computerized tomography {CT}]
w	Applied genetics

	 Pathological Basis of Disease
w	Pathophysiology of common 	
	 clinical cardiovascular, 		
	 respiratory, gastrointestinal, 	
	 hepatic, neurological, and 		
	 endocrine conditions
	 Clinical Medicine
w	Clinical manifestations, differential 	
	 diagnosis, and laboratory or 	
	 radiological evaluation
w	Special cases: children, women, 	
	 and older adults, health-related 	
	 conditions
w	Medical emergencies and their 	
	 management
	 Clinical Neurotherapeutics
w	Electrophysiology
w	Non-invasive interventions
w	Electroconvulsive therapy (ECT)
	 Systems of Care
w	Coordination of care with other 	
	 medical specialties
w	Consultations and referrals
w	Coordination and consultation in 	
	 long-term care

	 Pharmacology
w	Pharmacokinetics and drug 	
	 delivery systems
w	Pharmacodynamics
w	Neuropharmacology
w	Toxicology
w	Mechanisms of medication 	
	 interactions
	 Clinical Pharmacology
w	Major drug classes
w	Nutritional supplements
w	Special cases: children, women, 	
	 and older adults, health-related 	
	 conditions
	 Clinical Decision-making and 	
	 Standard Practice Guidelines
w	Guidelines for prescribing 		
	 controlled substances
	 Psychopharmacology Research
w	Phases of drug development
w	Clinical trials in psychiatry
w	Critical evaluation of evidence
	 Professional, Ethical, and 	
	 Legal Issues
w	Documentation (e.g., 		
	 nomenclature, abbreviations, 	
	 prescription writing)

w	Conflicts of interest/relations 	
	 with the industry)
w	Scope of practice issues
w	Diversity and equity issues 	
	 related to treatment access and 	
	 adherence
	 Psychopharmacology
w	Sedatives/hypnotics
w	Antidepressants
w	Antipsychotics
w	Mood stabilizers
w	Anxiolytics
w	Stimulants
w	Medications for drug dependence
w	Medications for drug adverse 	
	 effects
w	Pediatric Psychopharmacology
w	Geriatric psychopharmacology 	
	 (including medications 		
	 for cognitive impairement, 		
	 polypharmacy)
w	Issues of diversity and cultural 	
	 competence in pharmacological 	
	 practice
*www.apa.org/education-career/grad/rxp-
designation-criteria.pdf


